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The latest VAS version has been successfully launched in a tank farm in the Netherlands  
VAS Is now Available for Liquids and Vessel Logistics 
Ulm, March 27, 2012. Up to now, FRITZ & MACZIOL's VAS Logistics solution has primarily been applied by the bulk goods industry for dealing with logistics processes in loading solids. Loading and unloading workflows for trucks, trains and vessels, in particular liquids, can now be mapped using this solution. It passed its baptism by fire at a tank farm in the Netherlands. Various calcium carbonate solutions for the paper industry are handled there – apart from trucks and freight cars, they are also loaded onto river boats and seagoing vessels. The new functionality will be presented to the broad public for the first time at the IEEE-IAS/PCA Cement Industry Technical Conference, which will be held from May 13 – 17, 2012 in San Antonio, Texas. FRITZ & MACZIOL, together with their partner Orbit Logistics, will present their range of solutions for the bulk goods industry at Booth No. 85/86.
The process of loading and unloading vessels is considerably more complex than, for example, for single-tank trucks. Seagoing vessels have a loading capacity of up to 16,000 tons; even for river boats, it's still 2,000 tons, maximum. In the process, up to 12 different suspensions are transported. It is not just a matter of deciding which tank must be connected to which pipe and in what sequence. All interrelated processes must also be correctly clocked, on up to printing the documents.
In December 2011, the system was installed in the tank farm and put into operation in only two weeks. Subsequently, the new functionality was fine-tuned, and VAS was optimally adapted to the processes. 
About VAS

VAS – the process-oriented software solution for the bulk goods industry – maps the entire process chain, from delivery on to distribution and loading, on up to pulling out of the cement factory. VAS, as the link between ERP systems and technical facilities, is the key function and timing bolt for efficient process flows. Moreover, VAS supports reporting and delivers real-time information to upstream systems such as, production, sales or managerial accounting. All technical external systems like weighing, silo or dosage technologies are fully integrated into the processes of the VAS Logistics System. Currently, VAS is being used worldwide in more than 120 plants in the bulk goods industry. 
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Background Information 

The FRITZ & MACZIOL Group, with headquarters in Ulm is the parent company of an internationally active group of companies and is comprised of FRITZ & MACZIOL Software und Computervertrieb GmbH, INFOMA® Software Consulting GmbH, FRITZ & MACZIOL Schweiz AG, NEO Business Partners GmbH, STAS GmbH, STAS Österreich GmbH, FRITZ & MACZIOL Asia Inc., IT&T AG and Penta Group. With currently around 900 staff members at 21 locations in Germany and Switzerland, as well as five service facilities worldwide, the corporate group generated a turnover of more than EUR 280 million in 2011.

Through the FRITZ & MACZIOL Group in Germany and Switzerland as well as with FRITZ & MACZIOL Asia Inc. and service offices in different countries, the enterprise is well-positioned worldwide. As both specialist and generalist, the Group offers - as a system and consultancy firm - a comprehensive portfolio featuring hardware, software, services as well as consulting in selected areas. The companies of the FRITZ & MACZIOL Group develop and sell software and system solutions for public authorities, medium-sized companies and major enterprises. The Group is a Top Partner of IBM, Microsoft and SAP as-well-as EMC and Cisco with the highest-possible certification and provides its customers with the whole range of relevant IT topics on the basis of the latest technology of these world market leaders as well as complementary manufacturers. As part of the Dutch technology group, Imtech N.V., the system and consultancy firm also benefits from European synergies within the Imtech ICT Division itself as well as cooperation partners from the other divisions, e.g. the German Imtech company in the area of data centres.

